Frank Mathers was born in
Winnipeg and grew up in the
Wolseley area. While attending
Gordon Bell High School, he
was acknowledged to be one of
the city's best all-around athletes. In a column, Vince Leah wrote, "the
youthful Mathers can run, crack a line, throw a pass, punt and place kick beautifully...and is a
bear on defence." Switching from football to hockey, Leah described Frank as "an
March 29,1924 - February 9, 2005 opportunist, a bewildering stickhandler and a powerful if not smooth skater."

On the ice, he complied an enviable record starting with a provincial bantam B championship with Excelsiors. Two midget
titles with Excelsiors and two juvenile with Winnipeg Rangers followed. In 1943, the defenceman was a member of the Rangers
team that won the Canadian junior championship. Football was not forgotten as he played for the Winnipeg Blue Bombers in
1942 and 1945. While attending university in Ottawa, he played senior hockey for the Senators and football for the Rough Riders.

Mathers turned pro with the Toronto Maple Leafs in 1948. He played 23 NHL games over three seasons, but spent e






